Background: San Francisco (SF) Bay Delta
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| Background: SF Bay Delta Challenges
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Water Quality Standards Updates
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Figure 2. FMWT Age-0 Striped Bass September-October abundance indices, 1967-2015.




Delta Inflow
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Bav-Delta Standards gpAF
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WATER QUALITY STANDARDS
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= Aariculture
Western/Interior Delta

Southern Delta ™
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= Fish and Wildlife
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Phase |: Water Quality Standards Updates

Lower San Joaquin River Y aand Issues & Concerns
« Draft objectives (2012) ' o * Vague & not enforceable_
» 1000 cfs baseflow at Vernalis WLy » Need year-round protection
» 35% of flow in tributaries Feb to June ""J s * Insufficient to protect
. o L ¥ essential ecological
« Narrative aquatic life objective - .
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Confluence © Suisun Bay 1973 - 2011

3 53
1981

Tiokmng

- [l © Not an Improvement in flow
- conditions

« Dramatically lower than
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migratory fish
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EPA Actions

Next Steps

Phase |: Water Quality Standards Updates

Scoping comments in March
2009

Comments on draft objectives
In March 2013

New draft objectives
expected January 2016

EPA will review and
comment in early 2016

Next Steps continued ....

« Water Board will adopt by the
end of 2016

 EPAto approve or disapprove
near end of 2016/beginning of
2017

« Potential for EPA disapproval of
adopted water quality standards

 EPA would have to promulgate
protective standards



Phase || WQS Updates

Phase Il Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta

 Modify or adopt new objectives
— Delta outflow also called “X2”
— Suisun Marsh salinity e
— Reverse flows '
— Floodplain flows

e Science supports substantial increase in outflow to
protect aquatic life

« Scientific foundation for new objectives released
early in 2016
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Issues & Concerns EPA Actions Next Steps
 Need more freshwater flow « Comment letters « Draft objectives released
through the Delta . April 2012 early 2016
» Overdue by at least 3years . aygust 2012  EPA will provide written
 Measurable and enforceable comments and present at
e November 2012 Board meetings
standards . .
o _ * Anticipate need of technical
* Monitoring and science for support for review of
assessment and adaptive proposed objectives

management
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